The Honorable Ken Salazar

702 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-0605

Dear Senator Salazar:
As a constituent who lives in the Tri-Lakes area of northern El Paso County, I 

am writing to ask for your help.

As you know, gas drilling by Dyad Petroleum Co. of Midland, Texas has been proposed in the Pike National Forest.  The two proposed sights are as close as ¼ mile from a residential area and are in a heavily used recreational area near my home.  In addition, the over 19,000 acres leased by Dyad Petroleum is in the watershed that supplies water to the United States Air Force Academy, Palmer Lake, Monument, and even Colorado Springs.  Dyad proposes to directionally drill down approximately 8,000 feet with the potential of pollution of the Dawson aquifer also a source of water for our communities.

Gas drilling has not been done on Colorado’s front-range.  My neighbors and I don’t wish to be the test case to determine what harm will be done in our wilderness/urban interface. As a resident and public land user I value the abundant range of wildlife, the area’s clean water resources and the wide variety of recreational and sporting opportunities in the Pike National Forest area that abuts our homes.  We want to protect this area for the bear, deer, mountain lion, coyote, fox, bobcat and people that live here.  We must protect the land from wildfires, water and air pollution.

In your position on the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry can you please help us assure that there are no shortcuts to the environmental review process by the U.S. Forest Service when it releases its environmental assessment?

Sincerely, 

